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Preston stays on as Reds boss Brendan Rodgers has been named manager of Preston North End for
the next two seasons, Rangers have confirmed. The Rangers manager was confirmed as the North

End manager after discussions with the club over the weekend. Rodgers, 42, is currently the League
Two leaders and on course for the play-offs after an impressive start to the season. The terms of his

deal with the club have not been disclosed and he will be given a transfer budget of around
£400,000. It is believed Preston's takeover by a consortium led by local businessmen is imminent.
The news came on the same day that Ian Holloway also agreed terms to manage Blackpool.New

British intelligence documents obtained by AP, after revelations by Edward Snowden, confirm the UK
spying agency GCHQ eavesdropped on Angela Merkel's mobile phone after her election win in

September. The files suggest the GCHQ - working with British communications company Belgacom -
monitored the German Chancellor's phone for up to six months as the data passed through the

country's undersea fibre-optic cable (Optimum). EU privacy officials first learned of the operation in
late 2010 when a Belgian official, Alexander De Croo, called with concerns that their cable had been
tapped by the British intelligence agency. "We are not aware of any specific monitoring of German

politicians by British GCHQ," Martin Schuth, a spokesman for the EU's Data Protection Commissioner
(DPC), told AP. A spokesman for Mrs Merkel confirmed she was aware of the Belgacom/GCHQ

operation. "As far as I know, the [European] Commission is not aware of any operation where Merkel
is concerned," said the spokesman. The Liberal Democrat MEP Graham Watson slammed the UK

government over the news. "News that Britain has tapped into Merkel's mobile phone used by EU
leaders to break the law, as confirmed by the documents leaked by Edward Snowden, is incredibly
disturbing," he said. "The conduct of the UK and other countries in the so-called Five Eyes, who are
supposed to be our allies in fighting terrorism, is entirely unacceptable." The British government's

foreign office initially denied that GCHQ spied on Merkel's mobile phone and changed the story after
Belgian allegations were leaked. After the Belgacom-GCHQ operation came to light, the European

Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS) Věra Jou
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