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Brière and Sanislow (1993), for example, examined the influence of psychosocial factors on the risk
of recidivism among three groups of offenders: juveniles with conduct disorder (CD), juvenile

recidivists (addicted offenders), and adult recidivists. They found that the positive psychosocial
environment (subjective well-being, self-perception, self-esteem, mastery motivation, and

happiness) reduced the likelihood of juvenile recidivism for all groups of offenders. The results of this
study are in line with several previous empirical studies showing that antisocial behavior and

delinquent activity are a function of the strength and balance of positive and negative reinforcement
in specific life contexts [ 59 61 ]. In support of the model’s hypotheses, we also found that

fearlessness, engagement, and agency were protective factors for the likelihood of recidivism and
that risk factors (psychopathic tendencies) were associated with the likelihood of recidivism. We

found similar patterns of risk and protective factors for recidivism among youth who were involved in
this study and children who have been followed since age 7. In the present study, our hypotheses

were upheld. Although we did not specifically examine mediating roles, we found that these factors
(including fearlessness, engagement, agency, and agency motivation) and psychopathy mediated
the relation between positive psychosocial factors and future delinquent activity. The evidence of
stronger risk and protective factors in adolescents who later committed serious offenses is in line
with a recent study that showed that, after 3 months of treatment, adolescents who committed

physical aggression were more likely to be in at-risk situations such as peer rejection and substance
use. The results showed that the degree of risk in these adolescents was predicted by intensity of

aggression [ 6 ]. Our study extends the findings of Brière and Sanislow (1993) by showing that stable
and even elevating levels of positive psychosocial conditions in childhood may be protective against

the likelihood of having committed serious offenses in adulthood.
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abnormal child and adolescent
psychology is a comprehensive

introduction to the field. it covers
theoretical and methodological
foundations and examines the

characteristics, epidemiology, etiology,
developmental course, assessment, and
treatment of disorders of childhood and
adolescence. at the heart of the text is
the partnership of the developmental
psychopathology perspective, which
analyzes problems of youth within a

developmental context, and a traditional
clinical/disorder approach, which

underscores the symptoms, causes, and
treatments of disorders. woven

throughout the text is the view that
behavior stems from the continuous
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interaction of multiple influences, that
the problems of the young are

intricately tied to their social and
cultural contexts, and that empirical

approaches and the scientific method
provide the best avenue for

understanding the complexity of human
behavior. in recent years, the

prevalence of unaccompanied refugee
minors (urms) in europe has increased

and not much research has been carried
out in the area of quantifying the

psychological problems facing such
minors. the aim of this study is to assess
whether urms have more emotional and

behavioral difficulties than italian
children and if there were any

significant differences in psychological
problems comparing urms who come

from different countries. the urm group,
composed of 98 males aged 1117years,

was compared with 103 italian
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adolescents aged 1217years. chen-teo [
23 ] is a graduate of the psychiatry

residency at the university of minnesota
and a graduate of the faculty of

medicine at the university of hong kong.
she completed her phd in psychiatry at

the university of minnesota and has
been in private practice in minneapolis
for the past four years. she is currently

the assistant clinical professor of
psychiatry at the university of

minnesota and an assistant clinical
professor of psychiatry at the university
of hong kong. she is a certified child and
adolescent psychiatrist, specializing in

childhood depression. her research
interests include child and adolescent

psychiatry, mood disorders,
psychopharmacology, and treatments.

her work has been published in the
journal of the american academy of
child and adolescent psychiatry, the
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journal of the american academy of
child and adolescent psychiatry, the
american journal of psychiatry, the

journal of clinical child and adolescent
psychology, and other journals.
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