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Its mascot and most recognizable symbol is a character named Totoro, a giant cat-like spirit from the 1988 anime film My Neighbor Totoro. As the mascot for the World Economic Forum in Taiwan, he was given a middle name, which means "magical creature" in
Japanese. This unusual idea came about after one of the forum guests saw a picture of the mascot and asked what kind of creature it was. Since then Totoro has become one of Taiwan's most recognizable symbols. He also won the Mascots of the Year award and was

voted Taiwan's most popular mascot in 2002, surpassing even the famous Pikachu.
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