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Oppari songs in Tamil are also called ‘Kaduvula aasai’. An oppari has always a specific meaning and role in the social arrangement of those days. They are the singers and amplifiers of emotions. They were
integral part of the cultural system of those days. Manusai is a typical Tamil song where the character sings about the weight of the heart that he is bearing. The people carried their heart’s burden on their
bodies and sang it out. Then there’s the personality of ‘Aasai’. It refers to standing steadfast on one’s convictions. To a great extent the art of oppari-singing is performed by men. It's almost a tradition to get an
invitation from the family of the deceased person. This is an important tradition where males perform this unique art as the only women are trained to sing Brahmastra and Bhasmsangs. It’s a piece of art to
make the deceased person peaceful and brought them to a place where they can ‘see the end of the journey’ (literally translated, the expression means the deceased person is connected with the heaven and
attained full redemption). The purpose is to move and move the soul (of the deceased person) so that he/she can attain the destination. During the time of performing the oppari songs the composer adopts a
particular posture and moves the toes of both feet in a rhythm. The composer should follow the feet of the deceased person. The Oppari songs recorded are composed by a stalwart of Tamil music Padayappa
(1923-1995). His music is seamless. Enthusiastically he would invite all artistes of the Tamil film industry to his home. Accordingly, many of them visited him on a weekday afternoon and night. We could have
discussions with him and get to know each other’s experiences. The atmosphere was lively. The friendship and good rapport continued after his death. | met him in a private car in Madurai, Tamil Nadu. He was
accompanied by Cheran. | was his audience that day. | listened to the Oppari songs sung by P. Susheela, Chithra, S. Janaki, P.B.Sreenivas, Krishnamoorthy, S.R.Revathi, T.V.Kapila, S.Janaki etc., one by one.
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the lyrics of songs have always been a powerful tool for the common man to proclaim his beliefs and
for common people to challenge the structure of the society. in the contemporary era, the social
media and the internet have become the most important medium for everyone to express their
views on different topics. that is why, some of the tamil film songs have been adapted to the social
media and become a source of great sentiments to the youth. the songs that were composed back in
the 1970s and 1980s have a very different philosophy and ideology and have served well in the
promotion of a particular political idea. the songs were composed in the past to describe the
prevailing state of affairs and to express the feelings of the common man against the prevalent
political and social conditions in the country. the songs were meant to be heard only in the theatres
and not the radio or tv. it was a time when the tamil speaking community in the world had little say
and much was expected from the tamil nadu political and cultural leaders. songs from the 1970s and
1980s have become extremely popular even today. over the last few years, the youth of tamil nadu
and rest of the country have adopted the retro styles of dressing and the music that was popular
back in the days. the youth of today still follow the songs and even sing them. the songs of today are
sung in the contemporary style and the lyrics and tunes are made to resemble the present-day. in
the following sections, i will explain what a song is, how it is composed, what its function is, and what
is the difference between a lyric and a song. it is important to understand the song before singing
and composing the song. it is important to understand the difference between the three types of
songs: a lyrical song, a patriotic song and a sad song. a song, according to kapila vatsyayan in his
book the music and the poetry of the tamil people, is a “religious or secular hymn, a dance song or
other compositions intended to be sung in public. a song may also be a composition of a chorus or a
solo or a composition played in a public place, or a composition performed in the home or in a place
of worship.” 5ec8ef588b
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