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japThe specific aim of this KO8 proposal is to provide the
applicant with the training and experience necessary for an
independent research career focusing on racial disparities in
access to care for breast cancer in the U.S. Through a
combination of formal courses, seminars and workshops in
epidemiology, biostatistics, biochemistry, molecular biology and
cancer genetics, the applicant will complete an in-depth analysis
of both the demographic and medical-biological factors
influencing early access to care among minority women with
breast cancer. The applicant's independent research plan will
focus on using the SEER-Medicare linkage system to (a) identify
the factors influencing early access to care among non-white
breast cancer patients and (b) determine the contribution of the
physician network to the delay in access. The institutional
environment of the University of Minnesota (U of M) lends itself to
conducting the independent research plan. By working with
several of the country's foremost breast cancer epidemiologists,
clinical oncologists and a team of research collaborators on
faculty at the U of M, the applicant will be provided with an
unparalleled opportunity to receive multidisciplinary mentorship
in the emerging field of cancer epidemiology, with some of the
most innovative and productive epidemiologists in the country, as



well as a detailed research plan to develop into a successful RO1
project. The applicant has previously studied racial disparities in
access to care among women with breast cancer in the SEER-
Medicare data, and now seeks to expand upon this work by
exploring the impact of the physician network on access to care.
The applicant's career development will be guided by a structured
progression of activities which will include (a) hands-on training
in using the linked SEER-Medicare data and (b) in-depth analysis
of racial disparities in access to care in breast cancer using
standard epidemiologic approaches combined with innovative
methods based on a multidisciplinary team and synergistic linkage
of the SEER and Medicare data. The research plan proposed here
uses the SEER-Medicare linkage system to (a) identify the factors
influencing early access to care among non-white breast cancer
patients and (b) determine the contribution of the physician
network to the delay in access. Using a model of "patient self-
referral” to the physician network, the applicant will determine
how the self referral rate relates to 79a2804d6b
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